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Less than 1% of students are bullied locally, but 14-year-old wants
his story to be inspiration to end bullying.

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. —Two. That is the number of
times Chris Miller, 14, thought death was the only
escape from the bullies. Two. That is the number of
times he has tried to end his life.  Two. That is the
number of weeks he spent at Monroe Carell Jr.
Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt in Nashville after
each attempt.

Miller, a student at Stewart County Middle School, is
autistic and has been bullied for his condition since
he was in elementary school his mother, Crystal
Miller, said.

His suicide attempts both came in 2014 — one in
March at the end of sixth grade and one in August
at the beginning of seventh grade.

With the help of family friend and artist Shantel Stewart, Chris Miller puts his ideas about Captain
Spectrum and how he feels living with autism into drawings. (Photo: Ayrika Whitney / The Leaf-
Chronicle)

"It made me feel sad, depressed. It made me feel like people don’t care anymore
because when I got bullied I felt like well if they cared about me they would have done
something," he said.

According to the Civil Rights & Bullying Compliance report released by the Tenn.
Department of Education, Stewart County schools only had 13 reported cases of
bullying during the 2013-14 school year and no found cases of disability bullying the
year Chris Miller first tried to commit suicide.The school system has a total enrollment
of approximately 2,100 students, which equates to about .6 percent of the student
population

In Clarksville-Montgomery County Schools, the occurrence of confirmed bullying
cases is about the same rate.

“We had 32,456 students enrolled last school year (2015-16). We documented 277
founded incidents of bullying,” said Elise Shelton, communications director for
CMCSS. That equates to about .8 percent of the total student population.

Crystal Miller is hoping to be able to enroll her son at Rossview High School for the
upcoming school year.
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Chris with a drawing artist John Yandall drew for Chris at one of the Wizard World Comic Cons
he attended.  (Photo: Submitted)

“When he got out of the hospital the second time, he made a very profound statement
to me. He said, ‘Mom, I really didn’t want to die. I just wanted someone to stop the
bullies,’" she said. "I thought about that every day.”

When Chris Miller was asked about the events leading up to these attempts, he
turned to his mom and said, "You tell it. I don’t like talking about it.”

Out of the darkness of the situation that landed Chris Miller in the hospital, however,
an idea was born.

“Whenever I was in this hospital, most of the time we would spend in our room being
creative, finding things to do. So, as you can guess, I had nothing else to do but to
come up with ideas," he recalled. "They wouldn’t let me leave my room so…Honestly,
it just came to me. I started writing about him. The more I wrote, the more I thought.”

Him — Captain Spectrum.

With the help of family friend and artist Shantel Stewart, Chris Miller puts his ideas about Captain
Spectrum and how he feels living with autism into drawings. (Photo: Ayrika Whitney / The Leaf-
Chronicle)

The superhero with autism who saves the day by uniting those who bully and those
who are bullied by helping everyone understand their differences.

His motto is "Defend and Be a Friend." His mission is to create a world free of bullying.

The superhero alter-ego grabbed the attention of Wizard World, a comic and pop
culture convention held around the country, organizers and reached out to him to set
up a booth at Wizard World Nashville in the fall of 2014 to give him a chance to
spread his anti-bullying message.

Donning a green costume a family friend quickly made, Chris Miller, under the guise
of Captain Spectrum, signed autographs and took photos with Wizard World guests,
and is now invited to attend other conventions in the future, which he and his mother
plan on doing.

He hopes to spread his message through local schools, both in Stewart County and
Montgomery County, as well. Chris Miller envisions a club in each school of Captain
Spectrum's allies.

"I wish the bullies knew that everybody has feelings and hurting them is like hurting
themselves. I mean, nobody is higher than somebody else everyone is equal," he
stated.

He would like each school to have a group on high-alert for bullying activity so it is
reported as soon as possible to school administrators and stop it before it progresses
to the point of suicidal thoughts.

Buy Photo

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

https://www.facebook.com/captainspectrum/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Chris Miller reads a book about World War II in the Clarksville-Montgomery Public Library. “He
loves World War II. He can tell you just about anything about every ship and every plane there
ever was and what kind of artillery was on it. He’s a World War II buff,” said his mother Crystal
Miller.  (Photo: Ayrika Whitney / The Leaf-Chronicle)

"You have to get the kids involved. You have to get the kids more than just involved;
you have to get them to be part of it and get them to actually stand up and take a
stand," said Crystal Miller. "If you have one kid at the school, especially someone who
is looked upon from other students in the school, and they see that person stand up
against a bully it's going to make it easier for other students to stand up and say
(something)."

Captain Spectrum is to be a beacon of hope for other students.

"Everybody has a choice. I try to help them the best they can but they have to help
themselves first…by knowing someone out there actually cares. That there’s hope.
That there’s a way," Chris Miller said.

He and his mother also held a Bullying and Autism Awareness Festival at The Mill in
June to help to continue to spread awareness about bullying. The event featured a
dunk tank, petting zoo, local vendors and a silent auction to raise money for Captain
Spectrum's cause and Autism TN.

Chris Miller is also hoping to publish a book about Captain Spectrum's adventures.
His stories are both retellings of events that have happened to him or his friends with
his hero inserted into the situation to change the outcome.

"The way I see it, most bullies themselves have been bullied before. In fact, a friend of
mine was once a bully until I found out that he was bullied before. Now me and him
are friends. It may not be easy but most of the meanest people you meet can the best
of friends. And that is a true fact," Chris Miller confidently stated.

CMCSS and bullyingCMCSS and bullying

All faculty and staff in the Clarksville-Montgomery County School System have
received Bullying Awareness and Prevention Training, but so far, bullying is not
characterized, as an overwhelming problem in the local school district.

Shelton said the district has a rigorous training program for faculty and staff in the
district, and take each reported case seriously. Each is investigated, and the numbers
in all districts across the state are reported to the state Department of Education.

“Founded incidents” are situations that were investigated and found to be true
bullying. Other incidents may have been reported as bullying, but once they were
investigated by school administrators, they were determined to be unfounded.

First, to define “bullying:” From the 2016-17 CMCSS Student Code of Conduct,
bullying is any act that "substantially interferes with a student’s educational benefits,
opportunities or performance."

From the CMCSS Student Code of Conduct this is found among the extensive
definition of bullying:

To distinguish bullying-related acts from other inappropriate behaviors, CMCSS
defines bullying as:

a. harm that occurs through an intentional act; and

b. a power imbalance exists; and

c. the accused enjoys carrying out the action; and

d. the accused repeats the behavior, often in a systematic way; and

e. the target has a sense of being persecuted or oppressed and is hurt physically
and/or psychologically.

Too, there is cyber-bullying defined this way by CMCSS: Bullying that creates a
hostile educational environment or otherwise creating a substantial disruption to the
educational environment or learning process. Cyber-bullying includes, but is not
limited to, the use of information and communication technologies, such as e-mail, cell
phone text or picture messages, instant messaging, and defamatory personal
websites, social networking sites, and online personal polling sites – to support
deliberate, hostile behavior intended to frighten or harm others.

Additionally, CMCSS defines hazing as "any intentional or reckless act, on or off
school system property, by one student acting alone or with others, directed against
any other student, that endangers the mental or physical health or safety of that
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student or that induces or coerces a student to endanger that student's mental or
physical health or safety. Hazing does not include customary athletic events or similar
contests or competitions and is limited to those actions taken and situations created
in connection with initiation into or affiliation with any organization."

Not all inappropriate behaviors are bullying related acts, CMCSS says. The CMCSS
Code of Conduct will be referenced to distinguish between bullying, harassment, and
other forms of inappropriate behaviors (i.e. vulgar and profane language, lewd or
lascivious conduct, assault and fighting, disruptive or boisterous conduct).

The full policy on Investigation of Bullying-Related Acts (INS-P030) can be found
at: http://www.cmcss.net/iso/masterdocs/INS-P030.PDF?t=2016-02-19T20:48:06.753

Reach Business Editor Jimmy Settle at 931-245-0247 and on Twitter @settle_leaf.
 Reach Ayrika Whitney at awhitney@theleafchronicle.com, or on Twitter at
@awhitney_leaf.
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